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A printed font size (PFS) will appear about 1/3 smaller when viewed on the iPad. Font 
size on the iPad can be thought of as the viewing font size (VFS). Use this chart to 
compare or use the formula: VFS ÷ .67 = PFS For example, your student needs to read 
24 point font, to reach that target size on an iPad PDF, format the document in 36 point 
font. 24 ÷ .67 = 36. A PDF in 36 point Verdana viewed on the iPad will have an x-height 
of 3/16”, which is equal to the x-height of 24 point Verdana in print. 
	
  
	
  
Printed Font 
Size (PFS) in 
point size and x-
height 

Viewing Font Size (VFS) 
On iPad PFS will appear as: 
 
Point size           x-height  

x 8 11/16” 
x 5   <1/32” 

x 12 3/32” x 8 1/16” 
x 16 <1/8” x 11   <3/32” 

x 18 1/8” x 12 3/32” 

x 22 <3/16” x 15 <1/8” 

x 24 3/16” x 16 <1/8” 

x 28 <1/4” 
x 19 1/8” 

x 32 <1/4” 
x 21 <3/16” 

	
  
	
  
	
  

x 36 1/4” 
x 24  

3/16” 

x 42 5/16” 
x 28  

<1/4" 

x 48 <3/8” 
x 32  

<1/4" 

x 50 3/8” 
x 34 

 
1/4" 
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x 84 5/8” 

x 56 
 
 
<7/16” 

x 92 11/16” 

x 62 
 
 
 
7/16” 

x 100 3/4" 

x67 
 
 
 
1/2" 

 

Printed Font Size (PFS) Viewing Font Size (VFS) 

x 54 <7/16” 
x 36 

 
<5/16” 

x 60 7/16” 

x 40 
 
 
<5/16” 

x 68 1/2" 

x 46 
 
 
5/16” 

x 76 9/16” 

x 51 
 
 
3/8” 


